WELCOME ADDRESS BY MR. JIDE A. MIKE, DIRECTOR GENERAL OF MAN AT THE INAUGURATION OF THE INTERIM MANAGEMENT BOARD OF GS1-NIGERIA ON  18TH  JULY, 2007 AT MAN HOUSE, IKEJA, LAGOS
Protocols.

It is my honour and privilege to be saddled with this responsibility of welcoming you all to this epoch occasion.  The occasion is the inauguration of the Interim Management Board of the Global Data Standards (GS1) in Nigeria which is the first of its kind in the history of our country.
I am delighted to confirm that the General Assembly of GS1-International at its meeting on May 23, 2007 in Seoul, Korea approved the establishment of GS1-Nigeria and the membership of Nigeria into the international organization for the purpose of providing several services, such as equipment and article numbering (bar-coding) and other related value added electronic information processes in the supply and demand chains.

GS1 is a not-for-profit private company. The ownership of GS1-Nigeria reflects a balance between manufacturers and the distributive trade represented by distributors, retailers as well as supermarkets. In summary, the organization is independent of control by a single industry/trade group or company.   The need to respect the rules and the structure of GS1 therefore, informed our collaboration with other arms of the organized private sector.  It is heart warming that the cooperation has yielded positive result.
The major stakeholders in this project are the Manufacturers Association of Nigeria (MAN), Nigerian Association of Chambers of Commerce, Industry, Mines and Agriculture (NACCIMA) and the National Association of Supermarket Operators of Nigeria (NASON).

I also wish to recognize and commend the cooperation of our strategic partners who provided technical support to our joint application.  My appreciation goes to POS Shop Nigeria Limited, Biltsfaden Resources Limited in association with Bilts UK Limited, and FCL Services.
I am pleased to state that although GS1 requires a minimum of ten companies to support the application for registration of GS1 in a country, the application from Nigeria was supported by 28 companies and organizations.  The endorsement statements from stakeholders in Nigeria was therefore overwhelming and far in excess of the minimum requirement. This shows the readiness of Nigeria to operate the Global Data Standard.
On behalf of GS1-Nigeria, I express my appreciation to all companies and organizations that endorsed the application for the establishment of GS1-Nigeria.

Once again I welcome you and wish all present a fruitful deliberation.
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